[Fever in intensive care: keep medications in mind at all times].
In two patients, men aged 35 and 69 years admitted postoperatively to the intensive care unit, fever of unknown origin developed. One had been admitted because aspiration was suspected. He had been treated immediately with amoxicillin and clavulanic acid. The other had undergone oesophageal excision and gastric reconstruction because of oesophageal carcinoma and had been subjected to antibiotic decontamination (amphotericin B, norfloxacine en fungizone). No cause for the fever was detected, but it quickly subsided after discontinuation of the amoxicillin-clavulanic acid and the norfloxacine, respectively. When encountering fever of unknown origin in intensive care patients it is always important to think of drug fever.